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WHAT DO YOU WANT ME TO DO FOR YOU?

Mark 10:51

“‘What do you want me to do for you?’ Jesus asked him. The
blind man said, ‘Rabbi, I want to see.’” (NIV)

It is absolutely important for us to stop at this verse and fully take it
in and apply it to our lives. — Even though it was evident that this
man had a major problem—he was blind—yet Jesus asked him,
“What do you want me to do for you?” And—He does the same
with us, “Tell Me what you want!” Therefore let me ask you, what
would you like Jesus to do for you? Maybe your family or more
especially for you personally?

Why? — It’s possible we don’t want Him to do anything for us.
Remember that verse in the book of Revelation, let me quote it:
“You say, ‘I am rich; I have acquired wealth and do not need a
thing.’ But you do not realize that you are wretched, pitiful, poor,
blind and naked.” (Revelation 3:17, NIV) Nothing stops the work
of God’s goodness and grace in our lives like that attitude, “I do not
need a thing.” Never forget, “Nothing is so easy to deceive as
oneself.”
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And it can be that way for any of us—we can live in self-
deception—saying, I’m OK!—you’re OK! “For in his own eyes he
flatters himself too much to detect or hate his sin.” (Psalm 36:2,
NIV) And also Paul said, “If anyone thinks he is something when
he is nothing, he deceives himself.” (Galatians 6:3, NIV), and
James also spoke two times of those who deceive themselves
because of pride. He even said, “he deceives himself and his
religion is worthless.” (James 1:26, NIV) But maybe the most
powerful verse is this one—“ If we claim to be without sin, we
deceive ourselves and the truth is not in us.” (I John 1:8, NIV)
We all have needs!

So then, it’s not surprising that Jesus asks this question because
some people pridefully say, “I’m OK! Thank you!” Therefore, if Jesus
were standing before you and asked this question to you personally,
what would you reply? What would you say?

With Jesus present the hopeless can hope. But like this blind man
on the roadside, apart from the bright hope Jesus brings everything
in life is meaningless!

But now, Jesus is really here, He promised us He would be and He
is here for you. So, what do you want Him to do for you personally?

I. JESUS SAW AN IMMEDIATE NEED

See it in your mind, he was sitting back in the throng of people with
a great need. Jesus saw his need and responded to his plea. That
man was of significance to Jesus and you are too! He knows your
need—He knows He can meet it.

“… the blind man …” (verse 49), or a person with great need.

There is that Scripture in Job, “I was eyes to the blind …” (Job
29:15) Jesus was that to many. God bless those that are!

1. The Ravages of His Condition~
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“… a blind man …” (verse 46) How many of us are like that
spiritually? We have missed a very real world. We are blind to
it.

He was helpless and often it required someone to guide him
along. It took him longer to do everything and often he was
treated with a spirit that said, “You are less than a real person.”
You may feel, like many, I am hopeless and others have to help
me along.

In Jewish theology the idea was that such people were that way
because of some mysterious sin. God was angry with them.
Here is a Biblical example: “His disciples asked him, ‘Rabbi,
who sinned, this man or his parents, that he was born
blind?’ ‘Neither this man nor his parents sinned,’ said
Jesus, ‘but this happened so that the work of God might be
displayed in his life.’” (John 9:2-3, NIV) Some of your
problems have nothing to do with you, rather with a system that
has put you down!

2. The Results of His Condition~

“… sitting … begging.” (verse 46) That’s a powerful word
picture of many people today.

So the result was poverty, and there were Old Testament laws
in Leviticus and Deuteronomy about mercy and compassion for
blind people who were to be cared for because of their
condition. And Jesus, who fulfilled the law, comes to you in your
condition, with love in His heart.

But see it in your mind’s eye—the blind man crying out,
“Jesus … have mercy on me,” and even when those in the
crowd told him to stop, he cried out more loudly, “he cried the
more a great deal” (verse 48). Now please listen, cry out from
your heart to Jesus. Don’t be afraid to do that!

Here he sat on the roadside begging, yet crying out to Jesus.
What a picture! How many people Jesus finds in very terrible
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conditions. They have failed and fallen, they have stumbled and
sinned.

Feeling guilty and having a sense of need can be powerfully
used now to cause you to cry out to Jesus. A mental health
expert said that “guilt is present universally in the human soul,
and we cannot deal with guilt without dealing with our need of
God.”

Jesus said, “I am here for you. What do you want me to do for
you?” That’s the question of this hour.

II. JESUS SENSED AN INSISTENT DESIRE

“Many rebuked him and told him to be quiet, but he shouted all
the more, ‘Son of David, have mercy on me!’” (verse 48)

The crowd shouted him down—here is hardhearted
discouragement—cold, callous people saying, “Be quiet.” Even the
disciples of Jesus were guilty of it; on one occasion they said to
Jesus, “Send her away, for she keeps crying out after us.”
(Matthew 15:23) And there will be people in your life who will tell
you, “There’s no hope—God doesn’t care about you—don’t make a
nuisance by calling out to God. Be quiet!”

Don’t believe it. Let no one tell you that He doesn’t care or have time
for you. Remember, Jesus was walking down a road with a noisy
crowd behind Him, yet He heard the poor man’s heart-cry and
stopped—that’s Jesus!

1. The Scathing Rebuke~

And this was a negative rebuke—and I know of five places in the
gospel where people were told to stand back and not expect too
much. The word “rebuke” keeps coming up.

Now, here is what the Bible indicates—if you come with a
humble spirit to Jesus, He will not turn you away. What does
God say about this? “In all their distress he too was
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distressed …” (Isaiah 63:9), and again, “… the Lord has
compassion …” (Psalm 103:13) So while they said to him,
“Be quiet,” the ears of Jesus were open to his heart-cry. And,
believe me, it is the same for you and your situation. Don’t let
anyone tell you that you have no hope. They said to him,
“Forget it—He does not care about you!” Yet, let’s see the truth.

2. The Simple Request~

His words were so simple—have mercy on me!

Now, there is more, he called out directly to Jesus. If you have
a need—call out directly to Jesus. Be bold. Repeat the very
words of blind Bartimaeus, “Jesus, have mercy on me.” Cry out
from your heart simple, short words to Him.

Not only did He show the man the mercy of God, Jesus
represented the God of mercy! Because He is a God of mercy,
He offers forgiveness. It would exhaust the tongues of angels
to tell you how much God in mercy wants to forgive you.

There are many examples. Jesus told of a man who said to
God, “Lord, have mercy on me a sinner.” Say those very
words to Jesus now. Or there is Peter saying to Jesus, “save
me.”

Notice—directly to Jesus they came because of the humble
words from His heart, and He heard them and responded. Make
that your experience too. With deep-felt sincerity cry out to
Jesus in simple words just like the beggar. Listen again—“have
mercy on me!” Say that to Jesus now!



What Do You Want Me To Do For You? - Mark 10:51 Page 6

III. JESUS SAID AN IMPORTANT THING

“Jesus stopped and said, ‘Call him.’ So they called to the blind
man, ‘… He’s calling you.’ … he jumped to his feet and came to
Jesus.” (verses 49-50)

The word passed to him was “He is calling you.” And the point needs
to be made—to the crowd this man was a nobody, but to Jesus he
was somebody! It cannot be said forcefully enough—you are of
value to God.

And we need a special word—it is the word “grace.” It means
undeserved love and favor—God is a God of grace. The word grace
is the most important word in your vocabulary—grace is what Jesus
and the New Testament are all about—and look at this man being
called by Jesus—what is that? It’s grace.

It was then that Jesus asked him, “Tell me what you want me to do
for you?” So Jesus is calling you to Himself and asking this
important question. So then notice two things:

1. The Attention Given to Him~

Jesus said, “Call him,” and it was reported, “He is calling
you.” I can tell you the very same thing. Jesus said, “Call
him”—because he was of great significance to Jesus. You too
are valuable to God!

Someone simply reported to him—“He is calling you.” Maybe
someone helped him move forward. Will you let me help you
come to Jesus? — I tell you, “Come to Him,” He wants you.
Come to Jesus, He is calling you.
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2. The Action Taken by Him~

And what happened? “he jumped to his feet and came to
Jesus”! He sprang up and made his way to Jesus.

Please note this, before we started tonight, I prayed you and
others would do that exactly. Spell it out to Him. He jumped up
and came to Jesus saying, “I want to see.” He got to Jesus as
quickly as possible and spoke right out, “This is what I want you
to do for me.”

Come to Jesus. Tell Him all you want Him to do for you. Jesus
is waiting to hear you.

One verse in Isaiah repeats the word “come” four times. It is
said, “Come, all you … come … come … Come … without
cost.” (Isaiah 55:1, NIV)

They said, “Jesus is calling you to come,” and he jumped up and
came! By faith he responded to Jesus, and he found Jesus
ready to help him.

Here is a statement Jesus made, “Come, for everything is
ready.” (Luke 14:17) What could be a better word for you at
this moment? A hundred years ago D. L. Moody, a famous
American evangelist who spoke to everyday people with great
effectiveness, said, “Jesus had a favorite word—it was come.”
Will you come to Him?

Jesus gave invitations to people to come to Him. And a woman
like you came to Christ. She heard Him say, “Come”! And she
did! She said, “I found that I was not only converted, but I was
invaded!”
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Let God invade your life with love, forgiveness, and a life
transformed by Him.

And the Bible ends with a verse that uses come three times,
“The Spirit and the bride say, ‘Come!’ And let him who
hears say, ‘Come!’ Whoever … let him come!” (Revelation
22:17)

Jesus called blind Bartimaeus and he came without
waiting—what about you?

And now one fast but important word for you. Listen as if
eternity depended on it—because it might.

This happened on the outskirts of Jericho, Jesus was on His
way to Jerusalem. And here is the important fact:

Jesus never came there again!

If this man had not been healed by Jesus then and there, he
would have never been given sight. It was his one and only
opportunity—and it may be yours. You cannot presume on
tomorrow and a better time.

This is, for you, a special moment. Maybe, it will never be like
this again—so jump up and come to Jesus. He welcomes you!


